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THE establishment of the AMERI- 
CAN REPUBLIC, commences a new and im« 
portant epoch in the history of nations ; and her 
declaration of Ikd^en den ce, lathe fairest page 
in that instructive Volume. The abhorrence of 
oppression in the Colonists, and the desire of pow- 
er, seconded by a factious Spirit in a few of the 
statesmen of the mother- country, were the origi. 
nal source of the event, which we have this day 
convened to celebrate. Pure be our joys on this 
anniversary, consecrated to the Genius of Liber- 
ty ! — Unimbittered be our Inflections by the past, 
— not depressed by the^j^fent, — nor too much 
elevated by the future prosp&tftof our country ! 

Travel round the globe, and we shall find 
recorded in the annals of every civilized nation, a 
few distinguished events, which their ^Riiens 
have annually commemorated with feelings of ex* 
quisite sensibility. The triumphs of their patrio- 
tism have not been rendered less amiable by yield- 
ing to the emotions of humanity. Their carols of 
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freedom have not sounded leas musically sweet, 
by being uttered by the same voice, which pro- 
claimed their griefs. And their national glory 
has not shone with less radiance by being inscrib- 
ed on the same column, which was designed to 
perpetuate the memory of their heroes. Animat- 
ed by their example, we this day pay a tribute 
of gratitude to the memory of those, who heroi- 
cally fought in defence of American Liberty and 
Independence, and " resigned their lives a- 
midst the joys of conquest." Their martial a- 
chievements area mausoleum of this military fame, 
more durable than the pyramids ; and their deaths 
give a sable hue to the Revolution, which time 
may soften, but can never obliterate. Their 
names add splendor to the imperishable scroll of 
glory, and the altars of liberty are made more sa- 
cred by their blood : For the trophies of victory, 
they receive the tears of affection, and the merited 
eulogies of a grateful people. To feelings of 
sympathy, there is a ^axury in grief ; and com- 
passion delights to mffigle its sighs with the deep 
sobs of affliction. 

The distresses of a nation in her manly strug- 
gles for freedom, will extend through every en- 
lightened region of the globe, and be commisser- 
ated where pity feels for the miseries of man. 
Those of America, during her Revolutionary 
war, were too poignant not to be felt, and too sa- 
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' cred not to be reverenced. They wire not the 
'itiefc sportive- productions of fiction, which zsigh 
had wafted into existence, and a smile could have 
erased fdrever. But they were national calami- 
ties, which posterity will lament, but cannot cen- 
sure. They will cling to the recollection till 
the soft energies of the soul are no more felt. 
They agonized the breast of America, and dried 
up the sources of consolation, for she knew that 
the tears she dropt upon the bosom of the moth- 
er-country, " fell on marble." . The mad hand 
of pitiless power pressed heavily upon her ; and 
oppression, excited "Ifv an unwarrantable stretch 
of prerogative," was inventing detestable expedi- 
ents to eternize her misery. Her moans sighed 
in every breeze, imaginary shackles floated in the 
visions of the night, and the morning waked her 
to witness new encroachments of usurpation. 
She was insulted with the mockery of political 
mercy, and treated as a beast of burthen, whose 
feelings were blunted by stripes. 

Re ciprocal criminations , provoked by jeal- 
ousies and insults, had produced enmities not to 
be effaced by conciliatory measures- The dis- 
tance of ocean which divided the countries, was 
not greater than the difference of their political o- 
pinions. What was solicited in the humble tone 
of affection and humanity, was denied in the 
stern voice of disdainful authority. Petitions 



were answered by silent contempt ; and injuries, 
and aggtcasioiis multiplied without a hope of re* 
dress. Wearied in the fruitless search of pacific 
negotiation, remonstrances yielded to resistance, 
and war was commissioned, like the fires of heav* 
en, to spread horror and desolation through the 
continent 

The history of the American Revolution, is 
so familiar to every mind, that a recurrence to it 
on this occasion, is unnecessary. It was a con- 
test between /tower and right, where party asper- 
ity embittered by the reaiembrance of violated 
friendship, was wrought to madness in the exe- 
cution of its designs. 

The perils of that convulsive crisis, which, 
-under different circumstances, would have abated 
the ardour of enterprize, served to invigorate the 
energies of our country. Our hardy yeoman* 
ry were not appalled by the smoaking ruins of 
our conflagrated terwns. — They were not deterred 
from- the fixed purpose of their souls, by the mar- 
tial pomp and discipline of their assailants, nor by 
the unaccustomed fatigues and hardships of a 
military life. Under the auspices of Liberty, 
they heard the signal of encounter without dis- 
may ; and fearless of the impending carnage, bra- 
ved the fury of the battle. They abhorred op- 
pression; and preferred an honorable death in the 
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contest fot freedom, to the lnglori6ui tfc^ of 
their lives by an unconditional, surrender of their 
rights. The liberty, which they wugfesod ob- 
tained, was consistent with the nature nod princi- 
ples of civil society. It was & liberty capable of 
conferring the greatest good, and procuring the 
most permanent enjoyment. It was guarded 
from licentiousness ; and under its divine pano* 
ply, the timorous forgot their fears, and death was 
disarmed of its terrors. It was roused into ac- 
tion by an impulse flowing from the purest prin- 
ciples in the human heart. They inherited it aa 
their birth-right, and it was repugnaottotvery prin- 
ciple which dignifies and ennobles nan, that they 
Should so far forget to respect themselves, aa not 
to assert their Independence with their liberty* 
It was the dictate of wisdom, qpl the declaration 
was expressed in the strong, flpergetic language 
of freemen* 

. The Genius of Liberty 1 ! which conducted 
them through the disasters of aa exterminating 
war, presided in their infant councils, and led 
them to the establishment of our Federal Re- 
fublic. The constitution of Government which 
they adopted, was of the Republican form, found- 
ed in justice, guarded against anarchy and op- 
pression, and unincumbered with religious teste. 
By prudently separating the legislative from the 
executive power; it produced a balance of au- 
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flwrity rj*ential to public prosperity, and the lib* 
erty of individuals. And the independency of 
its ju&iJtyv ^ a provision for the unpaiv 
tial execution of the laws. A constitution, ap- 
proaching so near perfection,- claims your venera- 
tion and affection ; and will receive the approba- 
tion and eulogiums of the wise and good, till its 
fair form has been mutilated and defaced by the 
restless hand of innovation. 

- Ok the present occasion, it is not intended 
to bestow Encomiums on the administration of 
Wash i kg tow, which derived more glory from 
its effects than it could from my podr pittanoe of 
praise. The increase of individual and national 
prosperity front a sudden extension of commerce ; 
the rapid population of our country, which pene- 
trated deep into those boundless wilds of the North 
and West ; the progressive advancement of the 
arts and manufactures ; the dignity supported a- 
broad, and the pe&ce enjoyed at home, are evi- 
. dences of a mild, just, and equitable administra- 
tion. 

Faction had hitherto been restrained from 
the execution of its intentions for want of an object 
upon which it could wreak its malice. Those 
who had been averse to our Independence, and 
were afterwards opposed to the adoption of our 
constitution, were bold and clamorous. Expe- 
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dients Wert not sought in vain to e&oite tho fears 
jrf the irresolute, and the suspicions of the weak : 
To mislead the ignorant, to encourage the base 
and profligate, and to inflame the seditious. It 
required nO political sagacity, or any extrsordirbi* 
ty depth of erudition, to invent and propagate a 
catalogue of imaginary grievances. Those who 
had not the knowledge of facts to contradict or 
refute bold and dogmatical assertions* urged wkh» 
out proof or argument, were told their liberties 
were invaded, and their rights violated* They 
were told of an impudent and daring aristocracy 
in the national legislature, who intended to aggran* 
dlze themselves and enslave the people. They 
were told of British influence, knowing that the 
leaders of the supposed faction, would be equally 
loathed, abhorred and detested, as men carrying 
contagion in their pockets, and spreading pesti- 
lence with their breath. They were told that 
Genet was an angel of light, sent by the indivi- 
sible Republic of France, to save them from the 
tyranny and oppression of W a s h i x g t o k . Would 
to God this was the language of fiction* ! But it 
has issued from every prostituted prists* every 
anarchical paper, and Jacobinical club In the cori* 
tinent. There were those who had the malignity 
to vilify the name of WasiJikgton while 1 fie 
lived, and to shed " crocodile tears'* over his 
tomb, when his immortal spirit had ascertded to 
ihe paradise above. The govamnrtsftt, hi thdr 
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language, was proceeding beyond all sufferance, 
the patience of the people was exhausted, and 
their indignation could not longer be restrained. 
But where is the solitary instance that the rights 
of property were not respected? In what transac- 
tion of his public life is there proof of a want 
of integrity ? By what legislative act, which re- 
ceived his approving signature, was the constitu- 
tion violated ? 

During the whole of his administration, jeal- 
ousy ^vas vigilant and active. There was not a 
measure adopted, however calculated to preserve 
the dignity, and increase the prosperity of the 
country, which escaped the invidious scrutiny of 
the restless demons of misrule. They heard the 
moans of expiring liberty in the mission of an en- 
voy extraordinary to his Britannic Majesty. But 
was the cultivation of peace with sincerity, and 
the vindication of our rights with firmness, an at- 
tack upon the constitution, and fatal to liberty ? 
Were the interest of America, her agriculture, 
manufactures and navigation to be sacrificed to 
the mean and pitiful motive of exalting one na- 
tion by humbling another ? Were not the pooF, 
by the influence of misrepresentations, as much 
alarmed by a tax upon chariots, snuff, and spirits, 
as if they had been prohibited the use of plates* 
knives and forks ? Sedition blowed its horn, and 
the indigent were exhorted to defend their liber- 
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ty , assert their rights, and check the corruptions 
of a violent and arbitrary administration. At this 
distracted moment, when the kingdoms of Eu- 
rope cast an anxious look towards our shore, and 
trembled for the fate of our nation ; when it was 
expected the country would have marshalled all 
its host in support of the palladium of liberty, the 
combustibles took fire, and exploded in a Pitts- 
burg mob, armed in defence of whisky. 

w Parturient montes: nascetur ridiculus mus." 

Popular Governments will always be liable 
to similar impositions and inconveniences. How- 
ever amiable and captivating their appearance 
may be in theory, the test of experience will 
discover their defects ; and the only safe and suc- 
cessful correction of the evil, is by multiplying 
laws without demolishing the original compact. 

Time will not permit even a summary reci- 
tal of all the difficulties and obstacles which oppo- 
sed themselves to the administration of Wash- 
ington. These are topics fruitful in incidents 
for the display of historical description, and un- 
fold a tale of facts which no confession could ex- 
piate, no repentance atone. From this day, I 
would persuade my fellow-citizens, to banish all 
remembrance of those disgraceful transactions, 
concerted by Irish emigrants, and the partizans 
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of tfc£ t$J£iWe ; Republic. They, fe^ve l??ee» 
ly to, the public in. a language wbiplj t mafte 
ah ip%;ior enormities pass, unnoticed, and tbsir 
consequences, haye been sufficiently understood 
by tyejnjr severely felt. I would exhprjtbera tp 
b#ry m \eternaj oblivion, the recpilsctipn of 
the, vij^ $iid scurrilpus calumny with which the 
besj $n£ ^*e.at^st of characters was asj^rse<Jby 
the hired assassins pf public reputation." Let us. 
pass them, though insolent, as the unmeaning sal- 
lie^ of fpUy and rashness. Were I disposed to 
perpetuate the disgrace of my country, by con- 
tasjtiftg their vices with his virtues, the discus- 
sjon woi^hj jegfiged the limits of tjys discpwfss. I 
s}^aI4 : ^^al t$ the good sense and undejstai^ 
ingpf t^is audience, whose, consciences are the, 
records of truth) w4 speak in a voice as strong, 
asjnstjpe, and sublime as heaven, for the e v jden- 
ces of his integrity, bis impartiality and wisdom, 
in selecting appropriate characters for the depart- 
ments of. stftfe^ and his indefatigable sea) in. pro- 
mpting tl^ happiness, a^d prosperity of the peo- 
ple. 

After cjght. years. of u^parrjdlejed prosperi :i 
ty^ thq reigns of governjn.ejwt were committed to 
tfie guidance qf President ApAifs. The mo- 
ment appeared to call into action, all the energies 
of the secret enemies of Washington ^ who hajj 
not liejetpfqrp had the, eiftpntejy openly to &tacfc 



wb#, Ifrey bid ctode$ttoely wndwnak Tht 
early , ac4v& and* dec i ded part he had token it* 
4e ReYoJutfpn, afforded up prptection against the, 
n^jgnkv; of an incensed faqtioTU He was de* 
ciared tp ^e.the. adyggate pf mmrcbf^ for having 
ipfls* iWy pursued the political tenets, and approv. 
id. the decisive measures of his illustrious prede-. 
cesaor. J}ut had he sp fa? forgotten the. dignity 
of his office, a? to have openly prof$ss$d himself 
friendly to the selfish views of party, he might 
have beep justly suspected of feeing friendly to a., 
dissolution of our confederacy, and inimical, to re- 
publicanism. Who would have been his warm 
ajthnirers had his Public Addresses been fraught 
with, reproaches against the preceeding adminis- 
tration ? Who wquld have complimented his tal- 
ents had they been prostituted to the servile labors 
of a sycophant ? Who would have approved of 
his conduct, had he taken a foreigner from a 
ippb, armed against government, and conferred 
upon him one of the highest and most important 
offices of the nation ? Those who had the spirit 
to resent an insult, would have found it as diffi- 
cult to restrain their indignation, as it is to arrest 
yon bright orb of day in his course. Would 
his attachment to the holy oracles of divine truth* 
received stronger confirmation, had lie irvited to 
this country a professed infidel, who had written 
and published his impious strictures upon the 
sublime doctrines of Revelation ? Had he remov- 
ed from office the compatriots ofWASHiKGToy> 
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who had jeoparded their lives in defence of free- 
dom and the Independence we this day celebrate, 
would not our reproaches have found utterance ? 
Had he commenced his administration with the 
civic profession of " restoring harmony to social 
intercourse," while he was triumphantly leading 
a faction, which was sowing deep the seeds of 
discord, would he not have met the scorn and ex- 
ecrations of an insulted people ? But he is above 
the reach of private insinuations, and such inter- 
rogations will neither disturb his peace of mind, 
or the tranquillity of his conscience. 

Democracy commenced its reign, with the 
present admimstration, " in the full tide of suc- 
cessful experiment," and if it has not preserved 
a uniform consistency of character, it was when 
its political theory was not at variance with its 
practice. If the professions, not the conduct 
of men, were the criterion of integrity; who would 
have the arrogance to arraign the executive of 
the nation ? Was his attachment to the people to 
be measured by his expressions, who would not 
admire his condescending greatness ? Was the 
gratifying of political antipathies, by vacating of- 
fices, during the recess of the Senate, " a politi- 
cal intolerance," in the chief magistrate, " as 
despotic as wicked ?" In whom has " oppressed 
humanity," found a wanner friend, or (econo- 
my in the public expence,"* more eloquent ad- 
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vocate ? Was not the repeal of the law for establishing 
the Circuit Courts of the United States, & formidable 
" bulwark against anti-republican tendencies ?" 
and was not this measure the legitimate nursling 
of President Jefferson? If in the earnestness 
of his zeal for the advancement of Republicanism, 
he has exceeded the bounds prescribed by mod- 
eration, he has not advanced those sentiments and 
adopted those measures, which would entitle him 
to the approbation and confidence of the Mends 
of Washington. The whole of his administra- 
tion has been marked by a peculiarity of features 
so strong and expressive, as not to admit of a 
possibility of doubt, in what school he was taught 
his political theories. If he has there acquired 
talents, which supply the place of morality ; — a 
firmness equivalent to virtue,— and moderation 
and discretion as influential as religion, with safe- 
ty he will 44 steer the vessel in which we are all 
" embarked, amidst the conflicting elements of a 
44 troubled world, and the agonizing spasms of 
• 4 infuriated man." 



Government cannot long be supported by 
the spirit of faction. Success generally gives a 
momentary impulse, but it is soon lost for want 
of a unity of design, which is inconsistent with 
the fluctuations of party turbulence. The loaves 
and fishes cannot be destributed, with a liberal 
profusion, to every hungry mouth ; and ambi- 
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tton being disappointed in its expectations will at. 
tempt to acquire by division the promotion it bad 
lost by union* With views so discordant* they 
form a heterogeneous mass of flaUdand turbulent, 
of peaceable and rebellious* of condescending 
friends and open enemies, which no political men- 
stream can unite. And when competitions have 
arisen, in the party, which has brought an admin* 
istfation intb power* the division will be subver- 
sive ejf the government. Such has been uniform. 
Jy the fate of the ruling parties in France* Brib- 
sor and Robespierre, and Ta&lien and Bar- 
tus, successively fell by die same &ctien by 
which they rose* And may not Bon a pah IE 
and the philosopher of Monticello* expect to .pk- 
perience a similar " destiny ?" It i&noeenseLation 
that government is strong! successful and etaf* 
getic ; that foreign kings, and sovereigns, and 
potentates bow to its sceptre, and tremble at the 
terror of its power ; and that armies and navies are 
obedient to its commands, if the subject draw^ 
out a miserable and melancholy existence; tinder 
the constant dread of assasination, robbery and 
massacre, the fatal effects of party asperity* 

Those evils which attach themsslVe* to Re- 
publican Governments, are more easily prevent* 
ed, than corrected. The defect is in the people, 
not the constitution. Their inconstancy, their 
passions and vices, are beyond the read* *f pottV 
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jcal speculations, and they are seldom rendered 
wiser or better by any changes of the original form 
of their government. A general diffusion of the 
knowledge of the fundamental maxims of natural 
law r morauty, and religion is a more certain pre- 
ventative, than any alteration of the constitution 
can be, of the mischief which befalls a Republic. 
This is a source of obedience from principle. 
The advancement of the seiences facilitates the 
progress of truth, and is more essential to the 
preservation of Republican, than of Monarchial 
or Despotic Governments. A free people, thus 
enjoying the means of education* are borne above 
the dread of faction, and a quick sense of in; ies 
protects them from the insolence of power. 
They are taught to distinguish the genuine prin- 
ciples of liberty from the fallacious profession of 
a dissembling patriotism, which, by exciting 
false hopes, ai i false alarms, hurries its deluded 
votaries into ruts and insurrections. Anarchy 
has dignified with the name of liberty > the privi- 
lege to calumniate the virtuous, to plunder the 
rich, to assassinate the honest, to guillotine the 
friends of order, and to exterminate morality and 
religion. But the venerable fathers of our coun- 
try, were not the servile worshippers of this Par- 
isian goddess. Their liberty was not the ebuli- 
tions of a disordered imagination overheated by 
exaggerated aggressions ; the delirious dreams of 
fanaticism, sanctified by the whinings of bigotry, 
C 
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nor the senseless bawlings of modem democracy, 
which has opened the sluices of infidelity. The 
constitution of government which they gave us 
was friendly to civil liberty, and was designed for 
a wise and virtuous people. Its existence de- 
pends upon the general diffusion of knowledge 
and religion among the people, and the cultivation 
of those manners and habits, which characterized 
our ancestors. 

A hemekbunce of the ardent piety, the 
dignified and exalted virtues, and the unquench* 
able love of liberty, which eminently distinguish* 
ed the founders of our Republic ; — a remember* 
ance of the care and zeal which they manifested 
in promoting and disseminating knowledge and 
inculcating morality, is decent and commendable 
on this anniversary. Such reflections will prove 
an incentive of emulation, and a testimonial of 
gratitude for the important services of our ances- 
tors. They will excite in our minds sensations 
of elevated pleasure, enkindle the fire of valour, 
awaken the warmest patriotism, and illumine the 
path through which the enlightened sages of our 
country arived at the citadel of glory. 

« Hem£*bek; O my friends, the laws, the rights. 
The generous plan of power deuVerM down, 
From age to age, by your renown'd forefathers, 
(So dearly bought, the price of so much blood ;) 
O let it never perish in your hands ! 
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But piously transmit it to your children.' 
Do thou, great Liberty, inspire our souls, 
And make our Uvea in thy possession happy. 
Or our death glorious in thy just possession" 



